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EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT 395
I>r. La Force took the course at Wesleyan College, then began the
study of medicine in 1857 in Ashland, Wapello county, also attend-
ing lectures at the Keokiik College of Physicians and Surgeons.
He was for a time located in Colorado, hut completed his studies at
Keokuk in 1863, and after graduation was appointed assistant sur-
geon in the U. S. Hospital. In 18S4 he wap comm ssioned assistant
surgeon, then promoted lo surgeon of th" 56th U. S. C. troops, then
soon transferred to the U. S. Hospital at Helena, Arkansas, of which
he was given full charge on May Sth, and continued throughout
the war, being mustered out September 15, 1866. After residing at
Mt. Pleasant, Burlington and Ashland for various periods, he re-
moved in 1884 to Ottumwa, where he made h s home thereafter.
In the latter year he was elected to the House in the Twenty-first
General Assembly. He was mayor of Ottumwa twice, and in all
fraternal, social, profedsional and business circles was a positive
and progressive factor.
STETWABT GOODHELL was born in Des Moines, Iowa, August 5, 1857;
he died there, August 12, 1911. Mr. Goodrell was the son of the
prominent Iowa pioneer, Stewart Goodrell, one of the commission
to locate the capital at Des Moines. He established his house ad-
joining the capitol grounds, and in the house he built was born,
married and died the subject of this sketch. Mr. Goodrell gradu-
ated at the Iowa State University in 1880. He was an expert in
all phases, .of insurance and as such served for ten years as head
of the department of insurance in the office of Auditor of the
Slate of Iowa yery materially improving the administrative value
of the office, and strongly and beneficially affecting insurance legis-
lation during the term. He withdrew from public service to engage
in the management for the largest insurance companes of depart-
ments of their business in Chicago, New York and Los Angeles.
After loss of health he returned to Des Moines, and there remained
until his death.
LEONABD FLETCHER PARKER was born at China, New York, August
?>, 1S25; he died at Grinnell, Iowa, December 11, 1911. His ancestry
was of Pur tan and Revolutionary stock. At four years of age his
father died and he was reared by his mother on her little farm,
and at twenty-one years of age he went to Oberlin with small
pecuniary resources, graduating in 1851 with the degree of A. B.
His Alma Mater conferred on him the degree of A. M. in 1860 and
D. D. in 1895. He intended when n college to become a mission-
ary, and in 1852 accepted an assignment to Siam, but physicians
consulted at the time on account of a lapse in his health pro-
nounced him rapidly declining from consumption and his mission-

